3 ann. 8th, 1588, 9 


# be” AT THE [NTERMENT oF 8 


- 


| 4 * 

4 * "0" L 
Mapa URSULA x enn 29 
N * 0 9 * * , 1 


£ & 15 
"0 


ConsoRT or HiS\ExCELL 


* * as - 
as Wy. RE 


MATTHEW. GRISW OLD, 2 : „ 


© FOR Fe * 2 


moors 


& tt. e r 1 4 E 
. "_ * i Sox 


= Fox DusT THOU ART, AND oro Dusr 
* SHALT THOU RETURN, | | 

K 44 | Genghe | Libs 190 

N 2 4 LG ent Me — — * 

Br JOHN DE STO M. 


. 79 E wt AY E N. CE] 
pl Fe" I Mx 1 0 


Lo a 


&: £ * 
, 1 


8 
* 


3 


4 


2 


4 , 


+ 
8 
8 
8 
: 
* 
C 
c 
\ 
{ 
c 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I 


Mar. xxv. 6. And at midnight there was 4 
cry made, behold the bridegroom cometh, ga 


ye out to meet him. 


Wort 
8 N the preceding verſe we find the 
& I S Virgins all lumbering and ſleep- 
8 ing; here they are awakened by a 
Fe300B. cry ſufficiently loud to arouſe them 
out of their ſlumbers. By this cry ſome un- 
derſtand the voice of Chriſt in the Goſpel, 
which indeed proves effectual to awaken 
ſome, and happy would it be were all awak- 
ened by it. Others underſtand this cry to 
ſignify the voice of God in his judgments— 
the © voice that crieth to the city,” this a- 
rouſes many ; but alas ! too often do they re- 
lapſe, ſlumber and ſleep again. Others un- 
derſtand it of the approach of death, which 
indeed well comports with the deſign of the 
parable. 

Concerning the time when this cry was 
made, ſome underſtand it literally, as deſign- 
ed to inform us that Chriſt's appearance to 
judgment will be at midnight. This is not 
ſo evident Others underſtand it of a ſtate of 
fin, agreeable to ſcripture phraſeology, which 
repreſents fin under the metaphor of dark- 
neſs: ye were ſometimes darkneſs,” &c. 
If we attend to the lcope of the parable, the 
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evident deſign is, to admoniſh us, that pro- 
feſſing chriſtians, both ſuch as have oyl in 
their veſſels, and ſuch as have not, ſome. 
times fall into a ſtate of careleſſneſs and ſecu- 
rity, out of which they are awakened by the 
alarm of death. The cry was made to the 
wiſe as well as to the fooliſh virgins. Our 


text compriſes three things: 


1. A note of attention, or an alarm, be- 
hold ! 
2. An admonition, the bridegroom cometh; 


he is now at the door. They lay down to 


ſleep, upon a preſumption, that the bride- 
groom would delay his coming: but behold, 
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$ The parable included in the twelve firſt verſes of this 25th 


Chap. alludes to the ancient cuſtom of marriages, which were 


celebrated in tbe night; when uſually ten young men attended 
the bridegroom, and as many virgins attended the bride, with 
lamps in their hands ; The bridegroom leading home his bride 


by the light of thoſe lamps. By theſe virgins is meant th: viſi- 


ble church of God on earth—by lamps, a viſible profeflion of 
faith and repentance, which ought to include real holineſs—by 
oyl, ſanctifying and ſaving grace, with inherent holineſs, vital 
piety and godlineſs, which the wiſe virgins had in their veſſels— 
their ſouls. Our Lord here makes, having oyl in their veſſels with 


their lamps, a neceſſary qualification for admiſſion with the bride- 


groom ; for the great purpoſe of their invitation to attend upon the 
occation would be defeated, if they had not oyl in their veſſels with 
their lamps. Having lamps conſtituted them members of his vifi- 
ble kingdom on earth; oyl in their veſſels in their lamps, the ne- 
ceſſary qualification to accompany the bridegroom. Thefooliſh 
virgins who had nooyl, could not accompany the bridegroom, 
for they were not ready. While they went to buy, the bride- 
groom came, and they that were ready went in with him to the 
warriage, and the door was ſhut. The time of probation 
ended—means of grace were no more to them, The door was 
ſhut—Death ends our probation for eternity. | 1 ä 
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he delays no longer. Multitudes fall into care- 
leſs ſecurity, and neglect to get oy] in their 
veſſels, and to trim their lamps, preſuming 
the bridegroom will not come very ſoon, 
therefore they ſhall have time to get oyl and 
trim their lamps before he comes. 

The young expect to live to old age; the 
aged hear of ſome older than themſelves, 
therefore do not expect the midnight cry at 
this time. But alas! death is near to many 
who view it as being diſtant from them. 

3. A command go ye forth to meet him; 
which may imply both a command to be in 
habitual and actual readineſs for death, to 
have oyl in our veſſels to have on the wed- 
ding garment to live in the exerciſe of re- 
pentance towards God and faith towardFour . 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt—to live in conſtant daily 


expectation of his coming in daily exerciſe 
of chriſtian graces in humble, PMHerful de- 
pendence on God and his good ſpirit, to 
quicken and aſſiſt us, that we may be made 


© meet to partake of the inheritance of the 


ſaints in light.” And it alſo imphes an actual 
ſummon to death, which, prepared or unpre- 


pared, we mult obey. | 
| DO CT EINE. 


DEATH will be awful and ſurprizing to 
thoſe whom it finds ſecure in their fins, and 
unprepared to meet their end: but whengver 


5 / j | D 0 
it comes there is no reſiſting it. 
A 


A number of uſeful remarks may be made 
under this general doctrine— 

Death will come, duſt thou art and unto 
duſt thou ſhalt return,” was originally ſpoken 
to Adam; but we ſee the human race ſub- 
jected to this vanity. St. Paul, who treats 
profeſſedly of this ſubject, ſays, Wherefore, 
as by one man fin entered into the world, and 
death by fin ; and ſo death hath paſſed upon 
all men, for that (in whom or whereupon) 
all have ſinned.” It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judge- 
ment.” Even of thoſe who *© truſt in their 
wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude 
of their riches, none of them can, by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
a ranſom for him.” Yea, ſays the wiſe 
preacher, *< there is no man that hath power 
over the ſpirit to retain the ſpirit ; neither 
hath he ver in the day of death : and there 
is no diſcharge in that war, neither thall 
wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to it.” 
We find among thoſe who lived hundreds 
of years, the account thus cloſes © and he 

died.” *© The fathers, where are they, and 
the prophets do they live forever?“ 

Death will come upon many while ſecure 
in their fins and unprepared. All the ad- 
monitions of God's word, miniſters and 
providences, will not avail to deliver all from 
preſumptuous ſecurity. Noah preached right- 
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eouſneſs, and admoniſhed the old world. Lot 
ſaid, © I pray you brethren do not ſo wicked- 
ly.” yea, angels were witneſſes of it; Yet hear 
our Lord's account of the matter: And 
as it was in the days of Noe, ſo ſhall it be alſo 
in the days of the Son of Man : They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark; and the flood came and 
deſtroyed them all. Likewiſe alſo as it was 
in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they ſold, they planted, they 
builded : But the ſame day that Lot went 
out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimſtone 
from heaven and deſtroyed them all.” Even 
ſo will it be with the wicked, who notwith- 
ſtanding all warnings and admonitions, 
remain in ſecurity, {lumbering and fleeping : 
for © They put far away the evilday,” and 
whenever death comes it will ſurpriſe them. 
Death will be very awful and ſurpriſing, 
to them whom it finds ſecure, and unpre- 
pared, For 
Such will then have remembrance of their 
paſt ſins. Theſe will compaſs them about on 
every fide. Sins unrepented of are awful com- 
panions at the hour of death. The fooliſh vir- 
gins ſaid unto the wiſe, © Give us of your oyi, 
for our lamps are gone out.” A bare profeſſion 
without oil in the veſſel, will leave perſons 
in darkneſs, diſmay, and without light F., 
p | Le 


| BS 
the Lord. Spiritual darkneſs brings diſtreſs. 


« Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands 
be ſtrong in the day that I ſhall deal with thee ? 
T the Lord have ſpoken it and I will do it.“ 
To encounter this laſt enemy, death, 1s ter- 
rible of itſelf; but how much more ſo, when 
the terror, the diſmay of the guilty ſoul, ſur- 
paſſes the agonies of the outward man, in 
its conflict with the king of terrors? Sins 
before forgotten then haunt the guilty con- 
ſcience. This we know will be the caſe with 
many, © Becauſe ye have ſet at nought all my 
counſel, and would none of my reproofs: 
I alfo will laugh at your calamity, Iwill mock 
when your fear cometh. When your tear 
cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction 
cometh as a whirlwind: when diſtreſs 
and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not 
anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 

{hall not find me.” 7 
Then the careleſs ſinner will ſee the fleceſ- 
ſity of repentance : the worth of 6yl in his 
veliel—the difficulty of buying it in fo 
ſhort a time, and will find no virgins have 
any to give him. When the terrors of 
death take hold of the finner—when awful 
ſarpriſe at the thought of appearing ſoon, very 
ſoon, before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
ſeize the ſoul—animal nature in vehement 
agitation, and the ſoul in conſternation, how 
unſuitable 
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unſuitable the ſeaſon then / to prepare for 
judgement ! | . 

Satan, we may ſuppoſe will not be want- 
ing in his endeavours to terrify and torment 
the mind at ſuch an hour, if God permits 
and ſurely ſuch who have refuſed his coun- 
ſels, may well fear God will not then give them 
his rod and ſtaff to comfort them; © Theres 
fore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices. 

Some are called away almoſt without any 
warning. Sudden death gives them no time 
to conſider—no time to ſet their houſes in or- 
der. They are alive and well this moment, 
but dead the next. No apparent view of 
death nearer them. than at other days. As in a 
moment they are cut off, who if unprepared, 
muſt in hell lift up their eyes, in torment. 

Time and eternity have but one moment 
between them. Many have been called away 
ſuddenly, when as ſecure as though they had 
manyWyears to ſpend on earth. Of the rich 
man who ſaid to his ſoul, © Soul, thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine eaſe, eat, drink and be merry,” of 
him it was ſaid, © Thou fool, this night thy 
{hall ſoul be required of thee.” The finner 
then knows, when, alas! it is too late for 
any remedy. When too late to eſcape, he 
underſtands the dreadfulneſs of divine ven- 
geance. God lets in upon their ſouls a ay} 
| B 0 
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of his wrathful ' diſpleaſure. Wrath comes 
upon them to the uttermoſt. Such as have 
gotten oyl in their veſſels, have an habitual 
readineſs, and ſuch as ſtand with their loins 
girded aboutand their hghts burning, in an ac- 
tual readineſs to leave the world, at any hour 
when called for, have the light of divine con- 
ſolation, and. are ready to enter in with the 
Bride groom; and rejoice in his preſence. 
Death, however ſudden will only ſerve to 
remove ſuch from a world of trial and ſor- 
row, to the joys of immortality, in the pre- 
fence of God and of the Lamb, And there 
ſhall be no more curſe.” 

Whenever death comes there will be no 
reſiſting it, Go we muſt, however unwil- 
ling or unprepared. Themeſſenger of death 1s 
inexorable. He will hear no intreaties, he will 
not defer a moment. The commiſſion is from 
the Lord of life and of death; and the angel of 
death muſt obey. © Seeing his days are determ- 
ined, the number of his months are witWthee, 
thou haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot 
paſs.” The ſentence is already paſſed. © Duſt 
thou art and unto duſt ſnalt thoureturn. Could 
unwillingneſs or unreadineſs be admitted as 
a plea of delay, how few would ever die? 
If reluctance of friends, relatives, or ac- 
quaintance could defer their death, who 
would ever die? No uſefulneſs to families, 
no emolument to community, no wants of 

dependents 


dependents, no tears of aft lifted companions, 
of children fervants, or parents, nor any other 
plea whatever can avail to defeat the meſſen- 
ger of death, The decree is gone forth, it 
cannot be reverſed, the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians were not ſo unchangeable as this. 
The time of our departure 1s written in his 
book. His underſtanding is infinite, none 
can hide themſelves from omniſcience, or 
e. baffle the appointed means of their diſſoluti- 
to on. The moſt ſkilful phyſicians cant delay 
= the time. The moſt cautious, the moſt vi- 
- 8 gilant of mortals cant foreſee, or evade acci- 
re dents before appointed for their removal. God 
has a great variety of Wa s and means to bring 
us down to © the duſt of death.” In the cat- 
alogue of diſeaſes ſtands a long lift. © One 
dieth in his full ſtrength, being wholly at 
eaſe and quiet; his breaſts are full of milk and 
his bones are moiſtened with marrow. And. 
another dieth in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, 
and never eateth with pleaſure.” Long, pain- 
ful and chronical diſeaſes waſte them _— 
* He is chaſtened alſo with pain upon his bed, 
and the multitude of his bones with ſtrong 
pain. So that his life abhoreth bread, and his 
ſoul dainty meat. His fleſh conſumeth away, 
that it cannot be ſeen, and his bones that were 
not ſeen, ſtick out. Yea, his ſoul draweth 
near unto the grave, and his life'to the de- 
ſtroyers. Some die as in a moment by ac- 
cidents 
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eidents unforeſeen ; others are conſumed in 


their own houſes by fire. Some are buried 


in a watry grave, others fall in the field of 
battle. Some fall by the hands of murderers 
and others are torn by ſavage beaſts. © The 
thunder of his power who can underſtand?” 


The forked lightning with electric ſhock 


brings inſtant diſſolution. There 18 no want 
of ways or means in the hands of Omniſci- 
ence. If nothing elſe befalls us, the ſeeds of 
mortality ſown in theſe corruptible bodies 
will moulder them down to duſt. The 
wheels of this curious machine will wear ont, 


and the lamp of life become extinct. *© The 
ſilver cord will be looſed, or the golden bowl 


be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the 
fountain, or the wheel be broken at the ciſt- 
em, Ihen ſhall the duſt return to the earth 
as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God 
who gave it.“ 1 he power of omnipotence is 
irreſiſtible. None can withſtand that com- 
mand. Return ye children of men.“ 
None can ſtay his hand or ſay unto him 
what doſt thou?” “ Ceaſe ye from man 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils; for wherein is 
he to be accounted of?“ 

True wiſdom diCtates, not only the i impor- 
tance of actual and habitual preparation for 
death: but alſo chearful reſignation to God's 
will, in regard of the way and manner of 
our diſſolution, and the time of our depart- 
Ure hence: F or | We 
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We receive life at God's hands, and fince 
fin has entered into the world, mortality is 
the lot of the human race, *© It is appointed 
unto men once to die: we know it: we are 
admoniſhed of it yearly, monthly, yea, daily. 


None can plead ignorance of this fact. The 


command of our great Lord is, © therefore 
be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 

God is ſovereign, therefore has right to or- 
der allotments to us and ours, according to 
« the council of his own will.” © He that 
openeth and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth 
and no man openeth.” © Why doſt thou 
ftrive againſt him ? for he giveth not account 
of any of his matters.” The time and man- 
ner of our diſſolution is locked up in his ſecret 
counſel ; and it is beſt it ſhould be ſo. Much 
of our comfort in life depends upon it. Many 
duties could not otherways be duly performed 
by us. Had we ſure knowledge, that thirty 
or forty years yet remained to us on earth, 
ſuch knowledge would tend to render us ſloth- 
ful in the important buſineſs of preparation 


for death. Had we as certain knowledge that 


but a month, or a day remained to us, how 
few would have fortitude to attend the duties 
of a probation ſtate? Many of the human 
race would, through fear of death,” be < all 
their life-time ſubject to bondage.” But now, 
while the time of our departure 1s locked up 

in 


in the ſecret counſel of Heaven, deaths a- 
round us, death coming in at our windows, 
ſudden and unexpected deaths proclaim aloud 
the neceſſity of conſtant readineſs for death; 
yet ignorant of the day or hour, when we 
muſt cloſe our eyes in ſilent death, we. live 
without diſtreſſing anxiety, and enjoy a com- 
fortable opportunity to ſerve God and our ge- 
neration ; yea, to ſecure an © inheritance 
among them which are fſanCctified.” Chear- 
ful willingneſs to leave the world whenever 
God calls, becomes us: Becauſe, 

He governs himſelf by infinite and uner- 
ring wiſdom, in appointing the-time of our 
departure hence. God's time is the beſt time. 
However 1gnorant mortals may now be of 
the perfect wiſdom of providential diſpenſa- 
tions, chearful acquieſcence ſurely becomes 
them : for he has — us, all the paths 
of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto ſuch 
as keep his covenant and his teſtimonies.” 
Yea, precious in the ſight of the Lord is the 
death of his ſaints ?” The reaſons and wil- 
dom of his providential goverment, may poſ- 
fibly be unfolded to his ſaints in glory. 
His glory is concerned in the death of ev- 
ery man. His mercy is glorified in taking 
away the righteous © from the evil to come.” 
A great mercy when the faithful ſervant has 
performed his ſervice, to be admitted to peace- 
ful reſt, © He ſhall enter into peace: _ 


| WET 

ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in 
his uprightneſs.” It may be great mercy 
even to ſurviving friends. Sanctified afflic- 
tions are the choiceſt mercies—They are the 
fruits of covenant faithfulneſs. © Then will 
I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and 
their iniquity with ſtripes. Nevertheleſs, my 
loving kindneſs will I not utterly take from 
him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail.” — 


Furthermore, we have had fathers of our 


fleſh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence; ſhall we not much rather be in 
ſubjection unto the Father of Spirits, and 
live? Por they, verily, for a few days chaſt- 
ened us, after their pleaſure ; but he, for 
our profit, that we might be partakers of 
his — Now no chaſtening, for the 
preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteouſneſs unto them which 
are exerciſed thereby.” | 

There may be a low degree of mercy in 
calling the wicked out of time, when con- 
firmed habits of wickedneſs render repentance 
and amendment morally impoſſible. Conti- 
nuance in life then, would only ſerve to en- 
hance the guilt of ſuch wicked ones, and pre- 
pare them for more aggravated condemnation: 
but when this is the caſe with wicked ones, 
the omniſcient Jehovah alone can tell. The 


Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy 
in 


16 


in all his works.“ How unſearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways paſt finding 
out?” But to us it belongs to ſubmit to his 
diſpenſations with chearfulneſs, in full con- 

fidence that infinite wiſdom directs the oper- 
ations of his hands. 

God's rectoral government of a fallen race, 
is executed in part t by his fovereign diſpenſa- 
tion of death to the children of men. The 

death of a fondled child, in whom the ſoul 
of its parents was wholly bound up, ſpeaks 
as plain as holy writ; ( ſet your affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth.“ — 
Hereby room 1s made in their ſouls to admit 
the love of God, which fond affection to the 
pleaſant plant, might have excluded forever, 
The death of a kind, loving, provident pa- 
rent, may be the only remedy to bring chil- 
dren to feck ſupplies, and have their depend- 
ence upon the great Parent of all, who alone 
has immortality.-—W hen lover and friend are 
ſeparated. When the Lord takes away from 
3 the deſire of thine eyes with a ſtroke,” 
that lonely emptineſs which will ſteal upon 
the mind in defiance of philoſophy, which 
yet the Author of Nature means we ſhould 
eel, ſo far as to produce conviction, that in 
him only is infinite fulneſs, calls the ſurviving 
partner, to cultivate and maintain daily com- 
munion with him, the infinite ſource of all 
fulneſ and joy. When the church and 
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people of God had been under ſore oppreſ- 
ſion, the ſudden overthrow of Pharoah and 
his hoſt gave occaſion to the moſt eminent 
thankſgiving ſong. recorded in the book of 
God. When there has riſen up ſome tyran- 
nical power, which has been as the hammer 
of the whole earth, God has ſent ſalvation to 
the nations, by the death or overthrow of 
ſuch a tyrant. ; The joy of nations upon ſuch 
an event 1s 1 in the ſtrongeſt figures 
and pomp of rhetoric heaped together. Hell 
from beneath is moved to meet ſuch an one, 
hell ſtirs up Al the dead, the chief ones of 
the earth, all the kings of the nations are 
raiſed from their thrones to welcome the ty- 
rant to the manſions of the dead, Iſai. xiv. 7. 
While on the other hand the death of emin- 
ent ſervants of God, who ſeemed to be 
pillars,“ calls to mourning and lamentation. 
I MPROVEME NT. 5 
Sudden death is the providential paraphraſe 
of that note of attention or alarm, Behold I - 
the bridegroom cometh. It ſpeaks in powW-- 
erful accents to all who furvive—Behold 1: 
attend! conſider! Sudden deaths; multi- 
plied around us, and in the midſt of us in- 
dicate that mentioned in the verſe preceding 
our text, While the bridegroom tarried, the 
all ſlum bered and ſlept.” - The deſign of ſuch 
providences cannot be miſtaken, they ſpeak in 
emphatical language to the virgins, to awake 
batt C | out 
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„det ef their e that they be not ſur- 
pfiſed in afleepy, ſecure, unthoughtful ſtate, 
unprepared to go out and meet the bridegrom. 
God's providences comport with his word. It 
becomes every one to vie the preſent diſpen- 
ſation in this light: without doubt the con- 
ſciences of many of us will teftify how 
gteatiy we need fuch admonitions— 
That godly converſation. in Chriſt Jeſus 
which becomes perſons profeſſing godlineſs, 
that daily 9 — to ſpiritual and divine 
things, the fervent rayers waiting ex- 
pectation of Chrite comi meg roy in 
which our anceſtors excelled us, evidently: 
languiſh in our land. Let us hear the rod 
and who hath appointed it; hear the voice 
of God in theſe providences, which are mul - 
twplied in our land, and improve them to a- 
waken us out of this languid, fumbering 
ſtate. May they be bleſſed of God to quick- 
en all who Shoes not yet gotten the oyl of di- 
vine grace in their veſſels, to ariſe * 
and cry mightily unto the Lord, and 
neither deep to their eyes nor ſlumber bo 
their eyelids, till through graee they obtain 
an intereſt in the righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment of the Mediator. Upon habitual rea- 
dineſs depends the life of our ſouls; upon 
actual and habitual readineſs depends chriſt- 
ian conſolation, in the hour of death. Be it 
1 our care to get oyI in our "vellels and 
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ſtand daily with our lamps trimmed aud 
burning. Make it a conftant rule of or 
whole condu&t, to judge of the expediency 
of every action by the influence it may have 
in reſpect to the final ſudgement. Let 
your light ſo ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee your good works, and glorif 
your father which is in heaven.” —— The 
neceſſity of ſuch conſtant readineſs for 
death, is urged by our Lord from this confid- 
eration, Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the ſon 
of man cometh,” How awful muſt our ſtate 
be, ſhould we be found without oyl in 
our veſſels ; and from a ſtate of ſtupid feeur _ 
ity be awaked by the midnight cry, © Behold ' +» 
the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
him.” What ſhall they do at midnight in the 
utmoſt darkneſs, who have no oyl in their 
veſſels! Behold! then will they be ſenſible 
of their faulty negligence, then will they de- 
ſire to get oyl, when, alas! it is too late, 
* And while they went to buy, the bride. 
room came: and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage, and the door 
was ſhut.” The day of grace was then at an 
end. No more offers of mercy, of grace and 
falvation : their time of probation” was then 
finiſhed. Such as are then without ail muſt 
remain in everlaſting darkneſs ; they that are 
unjuſt then, muſt be unjuſt ſtill. How pn 


20 | 


ful will that voice be to thoſe without? *the 
door is ſhut, ” « Afterward came alſo 
thoſe other virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us. But he anſwered and ſaid, 
verily, I ſay unto you, I know you not. 
Watch therefore, for ye know. neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man 
cometh.” 

Muft we then, prepared or unprepared, g 'O 
out of this clay tabernacle ? muſt ur ſpirit 
return unto God who gave it?“ Then ſee it is 
true wiſdom to improve the word and this 
Providence of God, to an immediate prepar- 
ation for the coming of the bridegroom. To- 
morraw may be too late. They who prom- 
Us repentance and amendment at a more con- 
venient ſeaſon may never find it. Such a- 
buſe of God's ſpirit and grace, may provoke 
him to ceaſe ſtriving with them. But how- 
ever that may be, ſęee from this providence, 
to-morrow you may be * free among the 
dead. Then where is your boaſting of to- 
morrow ? The offers of grace are in the pre- 
ſent time. To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts,” Ariſe up, 
behold © hecalleth thee.” He who lives in 
daily expectation of death, has powerful mo- 
3 to be ready any day or hour: but 
they who ſay, © My lord delayeth his com- 
ing, will be ſurpriſed by his coming, in a 
fy when they looked not for him, and in 
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an hour they are not aware of.” If out of 


Chriſt, ſuch will be filled with awful terror 
at the view of deſtruction coming upon 


them as a whirlwind. If in Chriſt, their 
ſouls will be filled with bitter reflections, 
that they dhould be found off their guard, 
after ſo many warnings from God's word and 
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This providence is very. ſpeaking to the 
family and relatives of the deceaſed. Sudden 
death is indeed a ſolemn admonition to all 
who hear or ſee the ſame. But the lan- 
guage of ſuch a providence is more pecu- 
larly ſpeaking to them of the ſame houſe. 
Conjugal affections and child-like feelings 
towards a conſort, a parent, are ſuch as others 


cant feel, who are not thus nearly touched. 


To ſuch the Language of God is, Be ſtill 
and know that I am God.” *© I kill, and I 
make alive; I wound, and I heal; neither 
is there any who can deliver out of my hand.” 
Suffer me then to exhort you all to hum- 
ble yourſelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God.” Be ſenſible to his rebuke. 
Adore his ſovereignty, and improve the diſ- 

nſation to be in an actual as well as habit- 


ual readineſs for the coming of the bride- 


groom. Death muſt be your portion as 
well as mine, as. really as hers whole clay 
tabernacle is now diſſolving, * For it is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, and after 

a OR | death 
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death the judgement :” * Watch there. 
fore,” &c. Be faithful, be wiſe, be em. 
ployed in holy, religious duties, that when the 
Lord cometh, ye may be found ſo doing, 
I know that the language of a faithful huſ. 
band upon ſuch an occaſion muſt be, Have 
pity upon me, have pity upon. me, O ye, my 
; <= for the hand of God hath touched 
me,” And truly fir, could the pity of your 
friends (and they are many) could their pity 
give any other relief than , ſincere con- 
lolence, and decent reſpect upon this occaſi. 
on, we ſhould have counteracted hat we 
no ſee infinite wiſdom has allotted you. We 
Thould have defired that the laſt hours of life 
eat in public ſervice, ſhould not have been 
led up with ſorrow and bereavement, to 
mourn an emptied houſe, to bewail the loſs 
of a moſt faithful companion. But infinite 
wiſdom knows what is beſt for us. Your 
t conſolation, Sir, muſt be from that 
good ſpirit, whoſe conſolations are. neither 
Few nor ſmall. To Him 1 fincerely com- 
mend you, with your bereaved family, and 
both hope and pray, that you and they ma 
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experience the truth of that ſcripture, © Bleſ- 


d is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, 0 
Lord, and teacheſt out of thy law.” True 
wiſdom will direct to ſuppreſs inordinate 
grief, from this, among other conſiderations, 
eee rho Hot; eee 

E | nope, 
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hope, that in a few: days, lover and friend 


M-Ynow ſeparated; fhall hopefully meet in a 
the world © hers there ſhall be — more curſe,” 

to dwell in everlaſting love, —never- ending 
joys, in the preſence of God and of the 
Lamb. That, Sir, which a mind not ſo well 
furniſhed with knowledge, might view as an 
aggravation of the bereavement, may juſtly 
afford a degree of conſolation, which, eu | 
ſomewhat different from the uſual mode of 
conſolatory addrefs, is the reſult of thought 
and conſideration. That you, Sir, through 


nection with a family, and long enjoyment of 
a conſort, the daughter of the Hon. Rock 
Worcorr, Ey. Governor of the then Colo- 
ny of Connecticut, whoſe great powers of | 
mind, joined to aſſiduous application, and ap- 
proved integrity, opened to him the Way to 
the higheſt ſeat of honor in this then Colony. 
That you was connected with the ſons f 
that grea ſhare of 


| t man, who inherit a 
that native greatneſs of mind, aſſiduous ap- 
plication and integrity, which has diſtin- 
guiſhed ſeveral of them alſo in this State— 
that your conſort was their ſiſter, who, in- 
heriting a good ſhare of mental endowments, 
yet knew her place, + and was a crown to 


* her 
no + The Children Roos Woll cor r, Eſq ; late Governors 
Xe, 1. Roger Wolcott, bern Sept. 14, 1704.—-Dead. 


Elizabeth, born Aptil 10, 1706,-Dead. 


* 
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God's mercy, have had the happineſs of con- 


3. Alexander 7 


' "22 
A OY *5.ſhe of yeth her hands to the 


ſpindle, and her. ads. hold the - diſtaff, 


She ſtretcheth out her hand to the poor ; yea, 
ſhe reacheth forth her hands" to the ' needy, 
Her huſband is known in the gates, when he 
ſitteth amang the elders of the land. She 
looketh well to the ways of her houſhold, 
and eateth not the bread of idleneſs. Her 
children ariſe up and call her bleſſed : her 
huſband alſo, and he praiſeth her: ma- 
ny daughters have done -virtuouſly, but 
thou excelleſt them all. That your Excel- 
lency has been bleſſed with a conſort, well 
verſed; in frugality, induſtry- and ceconomy ; 
one who feared God, reverenced his ſanctu- 
gary, loved his ordinances, bare teſtimony 
againſt vice, was a friend to order, vitue and 
religion, and exemplary in the duties of the 
_ chriſtian life. Has your Excellency enjoyed 
ſuch a bleſſing ſo long, and ſhall not your foul 
glow with gratitude to the great diſpoſer of 


all events? Shall we receive good at the hand 


33. Aſezander, born Jan. 20, 1708.,—Dead. 
Samuel, born Jan. 9, 1710. —- Dead. 
8 Alexander, born Jan. 7, 1712. 
Fa -K& » Rill-born, Dec. 10, 1713. 
7. Sarah, born Jan. 21, 1715.—Dead. 
8. Hepzibah, born June 23, 1717.—Dead._ 
gc Arr born Feb.' 19, 1719. 
10. ras, | | 
I. Baal, I bora Feb. 8, rj Dead. 
13. Eraſtus, born Sept. 21, 1722. 
13. Urfula, born Oct. 30, e 
14. Oliver, born Nov. 20, 1725. 
. wp og I, 1730. 
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9 7 fel "Id forr e not to Exceſs, 
Fake "to remember” ofhet «our, light"aMics 
* which: 1 18 but for 4 Wine . 
or, us à far more exceeding and etern 
weight | of gl ory. While we look not at the 
things Whiel are ſeen, but at the thin 
which are not ſeen; for the things which are 
ſeen, are temporal; but the things which are 
not ſeen are eternal. Conſiler that ſhe ſhalt | 
not return to you; but that you mult gg tö 
her: therefore, agresable to this admonition 
in un Xrovidence, ariſe, trim your lamp, 
and ſtand with your Joins girded Weir = 
that yon may be ready to enter in with "th 
bridegroom whenever he cometh;” © Blefſed 
1s t t ſervant, whom his Lord, when we 
Seth ſhall find fo doing. Verify,” fay | 
unto - ou, nen he hall make him ruler 
over all his goods.“ 

If wWe view her as TED ſhe was in het 
ent—As a daughter of Abraham, of th 
piritual ha If adorned * her profeſſion 1 
and evidenced! the truth and ſincerity of it, 

loye, of. truth, righteouſneſs, * "and divin * 
Fa by alms, (irected not, by. a We! 
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+ Grief, ſorrow, and dhing, congrats the Fe Fug and 5 
der free circulation of the blood, which produces m eiche 
fickens, the whole frame. "Pio: gratitude enlarges the b 
and contributes to health both of foul and body. To fing - of 
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dneſ nd o ti 
* of poor; whereby it becomes evident 
the viewed herſelf accountable to her 
- Lard, even as to her choice of the obj 
her charity. Skilful as ge of the 5. Foe 
2 06 $66 yo oily Berry ckneſs, and un- 
| 2 ou, her children, be fol 


her, > s | 2 was of Chriſt. 
life « Q per. greed with F | converſation 
bog = uy ine flowin from faith in 
the F, with humble ſfedfaſt x Bein 
the God. of your anceſtors and . 8 
Will! ure you the lefling : For 0 
| mercy to a thouſand generation <7: 5 
chem that love him, and keep his commapd- 
ck 1 | 
| „ j may the example of i in- 
duſtry 95 ality and ne kind- 
45 to 55 ſick and diſtreſſed love of reli- 
ion, rightequſneſs and truth, which ſhe has 
with us, excite emulation in every breaſt ; 
nice the induſtry, frugality and' good 
Economy, in humble 1 on God's 
. and grace, would enable man — 
but moderate fortunez, to ſtretch forth 
hands tothe poor, and reach forth their 
sto the needy: — — —— — - 
reatly needed at 3 W 
ver and prey needed a deus | dance 
&f vital piety, than a flaming zeal and high 
3 it; for ſuch 


is 


7 
Fa Manie ared * the — 
T of the prep Such the King 
nounces bleſſed, and graciouſly invites them. 
to come and inherit the 45 e 
was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: L 
was thirſty and ye gave me drink: I was a 
ſtranger and ye tgak me in ;# naked, and ye. AY 
cloathed me, I was fick, and ye viſited me: 
J was in priſon and ye came * A Who-. 
ever, in abediencg to. God, and loye to 3 
made in his image, ſhall thus willin ly com- 
unicate, and readily diſtribute, ſh; het oP 
loſe their reward. And we defire that 
racy one one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence,” 
urance of hope unto the end? 
That ye. gt not ſlothful, but followers of © . 
* who throu ugh* faith and patience,” f Mido 
herit the promiſes.” ' 
This is an excellent, actual and habitual 
preparation for the coming of the bride» - 
moon at any hour. Whioner thus © viſits te 
atherleſs, and the widows in their affliction,” | 
and keeps himſelf unſpotted from the world,“ 
and continues in them, will find an entrance 
miniſtered unto > thom e abundantly into the 
everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Sayi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt,” and 8 Aon * 
be . -AMEN. Ss all 
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